The Coat of Arms
The Coat of Arms was designed in 1906 by Johann Van Der Puf, Mayor of Johannesburg. In the lower left quarter is a key and on the right-hand side is a white star. The latin motto "Stella Clavisque Maris Indici" is translated as "The Star and the Key of the Indian Ocean".
The Dodo was a huge bird that existed only on the island of Mauritius. Due to its short wings and bulky body the Dodo could not fly or flee in the face of danger.Those birds had no experience of any types of predators before the arrival of settlers in the island. They were passive creatures even when approached by human visitors for the first time. So it was with lack of fears and child-like innocence that those birds greeted the first settlers, the Dutch, in 1598.
DODO Trochetia Boutoniana
(Boucle d'oreille) Our National Flower Trochetia Boutoniana (Boucle d'Oreille) was declared the National Flower on the 12th March 1992. Named after the famous French botanist, Louis Bouton, it is endemic to Mauritius and is found in only one locality in the wild. It is a magnificent shrub, with reddish-orange flowers. Adapted to dry conditions, it generally flowers from June to October. The programme for Tuesday 12th March 2013 starting at 1700 hours will comprise the official protocol ceremony followed by a spectacular 60-minute cultural show using state-of the-art sound, light, video projections, laser, pyrotechnics and performances by local artists which will be a "première' and "du jamais-vu" in Mauritius. The protocol programme will amongst others comprise the following:- 
History of Mauritius

